EAL/SEN Filter Questionnaire
Please answer questions which are applicable to the context and age of the child that you are assessing
Circle yes or no or leave unanswered

Name of Child :                    Year :                 First Language :                                   DOB 
	Question
	
	Yes/No
	Comments

	
	LACK OF RESPONSE

	
Has the child had less than 6 month’s exposure to English?

	
	
No
	

	
Does he/she respond positively through body language/physical actions?

	
	
Yes/
	

	
Is the English teacher language being used at a level inappropriate for the child’s stage of English?

	
	
No
	

	
Does the child only respond appropriately when the child is spoken to in their first language?
	
	
No
	

	
	PROBLEMS WITH LISTENING (NB check hearing)

	
Is the content of the discourse (conversation) lesson culturally very unfamiliar to the child?

	
	
No
	

	
Can the child listen well in mother tongue?


	
	
Yes
	

	
	DIFFICULTY WITH ORAL EXPRESSION OVER A RANGE OF FUNCTIONS 
(e.g. expressing preferences, asking questions etc.)

	
Has the child has less than two years exposure to English?

	
	
No
	

	
Does the classroom situation feel threatening to the child?

	
	
No
	

	
Are the child’s “incorrect” sentences part of the normal way in which children who are EAL learn English?

	
	
No
	

	
Are the child’s incorrect sentences caused due to grammar differences in their first language?

	
	
No
	

	
Can the child use his/her mother tongue for a range of language functions/sentences appropriate to his/her age?

	
	
Yes
	

	
	INADEQUATE PROGRESS ACROSS CURRICULUM AREAS (e.g. maths)

	
Does the child understand the tasks when they are language free and there is visual support?

	
	
No
	

	
Is the child capable of understanding the task when explained in mother tongue?

	
	
Yes
	

	

Has the child missed the stages leading up to the task in hand (e.g. have they come from a different school/setting system?)

	
	
No
	

	
	SLOW PROGESS IN READING

	
Does the child lack sufficient English vocabulary even though the child has had a significant amount of schooling?

	
	
Yes/No
	

	
Has the child had very little exposure to English text?

	
	
No
	

	
Has the child had sufficient time to progress through and assimilate the stages of learning to read?

	
	
Yes
	

	
Are the books unsuitable for a bilingual learner because of the culture unfamiliarity of the content of idiomatic language etc?

	
	
No
	

	
	DIFFICULTIES WITH WRITING


	
Is the child unfamiliar with English script?

	
	
No
	

	

Has the child had little or no previous formal schooling?

	
	
No
	

	
Might difficulties with letter formation left/right orientation be influenced by mother tongue script?

	
	
No
	

	
	WRITING FOR A VARIETY OF PURPOSES

	
Does the child have a general difficulty orally?

	
	
No
	

	
Can the child sequence events and ideas orally?

	
	
Yes
	

	
Are the child’s difficulties to do with word order?

	
	
No
	

	
Are the child’s spelling mistakes consistent and showing a growing awareness of English spelling patterns?

	
	
Yes
	

	
Is the child’s vocabulary and grasp of idiom in English significantly less than his/her peers?

	
	
No
	

	
Is the child able to write at a level appropriate to his/her age in mother tongue?

	
	
Yes/No
	

	
	
BEAHVIOURAL/EMOTIONAL/SOCIAL DIFFICULTIES

	
Is the child perplexed due to being in a new culture?

	
	
No
	

	
Has the child had only a short experience of school life?

	
	/No
	

	
Has the child come from a school/setting with very different expectations?

	
	
No
	

	
Might the child’s inability to express himself orally be causing frustration?

	
	
No
	

	
Is the child reacting against demands/activities alien to his/her religion (e.g. drawing face, eating certain foods?)

	
	
No
	

	
Is pressure on the child to respond orally causing anxiety?

	
	/No
	

	
Is the child unhappy/behaving inappropriately due to being subjected to racist attitudes?

	
	
No
	

	
Are tasks chosen to meet the pupil’s language level failing to match the child’s level of cognitive development?

	
	
Yes
	

	
	
PHYSICAL, SENSORY PROBLEMS

	
Does the child/young person have sensory or physical problems, and has their progress improved with the provision of specialist equipment?

	
	
No
	



Count number of YES and NO responses
A high number of YES responses indicate EAL only 
A high number of NO responses indicate EAL/SEN
