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Dear Parents and Carers   
 
I am writing again today to touch base and to provide you with a few updates.  Please remember, should you 
have any questions or concerns, to email the school office office@meadowfield.kent.sch.uk and we will do 
our best to reply to you promptly. 
 
Staff are working hard to ensure free school meal vouchers will be available, that regular contact is made 
with families and that remote learning is in place.  I would also like to reassure you that we are continually 
reviewing our risk assessments, ensuring strong protective measures are in place and liaising with Public 
Health England, Department for Education and special school colleagues for advice and guidance.  Our 
COVID risk assessment has been updated to include additions to our cleaning programme, guidance on face 
masks, staff COVID testing, changes to fire evacuation procedures, new lunchtime arrangements and 
formulation of new bubbles. 
 
Currently, at Meadowfield, approximately 35% of our pupils are attending school while children and young 
people at home are being offered remote learning.    Pupil attendance in Primary Schools across the county 
is at approximately 17% and the average for Kent Special Schools is 30%.  We continue to have a significant 
number of staff (around 55%) who are not able to work due to COVID related reasons. 
 
We will continue to do our best to have as many pupils in school as is safely possible and our current focus 
is on our most vulnerable and the children of key workers.  We individually assess pupils need and match it 
against staffing capacity.  Please note that in the Department for Education Guidance issued on Friday 
entitled ‘Restricting attendance during the national lockdown: Guidance for all schools in England’ states that: 

 
‘Children with at least one parent or carer who is a critical worker can go to school if required.’ 

 
‘Parents and carers who are critical workers should keep their children at home if they can.’ 

 
 

It was reported on the news last evening that the peak of the pandemic is still a month away and that new 
cases of COVID and related deaths and hospitalisations are continuing to increase.  We must therefore 
continue to work together to ensure our school community is as safe as possible.  Please be mindful that 
masks must be worn on the school site. 
 
You will have seen on the news free school meals parcels, Meadowfield will continue to provide vouchers to 
parents. This is a huge task but our office team have developed a system to ensure that all parents receive 
the appropriate vouchers. As we have a mix of pupils entitled to free school meals attending school on a 
varying numbers of days, the vouchers will be distributed every two weeks in arrears.  The school is 
accountable for the finance spent on vouchers and therefore any pupil attending school cannot receive a 
voucher allocation for the days in school, which is the reason vouchers are allocated in arrears. The first 
batch of vouchers will be distributed during the week commencing 18th January and will cover 4th January to 
15th January.  If you have not received your voucher by Monday 25th January, please contact the school 
office. Please note this applied to means tested free school meals not universal free, Yrs.R – 2 who do not 
qualify for vouchers. 
 
Continued./…
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We are open to your feedback so please feel free to email us with your comments, feedback, questions and 
concerns. Please remember to include your child’s name in your email title. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Jill Palmer 
Principal 
 

  


